CONTACTS

Chairman &
Research

Secretary &
Publicity

Treasurer
Crafis
Bredger

Drivers

Fielding
Engine

Helpers
eekend Rota

Hosted
Groups

Meatings and
Weekday Rota

Menbership
Secretary

Newsletter
Editer

" Rastoration

Visits

Hugh Conuway-Jones Glo,
| Grovelands, Gloucester, GL4 7JF,

Janet 11)inguorth-Cooper (work) Glo,
2a Oxford 84, Gloucesfer, GL! 3EQ,

Les Daltoen Glo,
4 Conway Rd, Gloucester, GL3 3PL,

Peter Wallace Glo,
léc Grosvenor Rd, Gloucester, GL2 0SA

Alan Conder Dean
12 Bathursi Park Rd, Lydney, GL15 5HG,

Travor Hill Glo,
154 Cheltenhan Rd, Gloucester, GL2 0JR,

Paul &arwood ; Churchdoun
§ Sandycroft Rd, Churchdown, 6L3 1JH,

Peter Thompson élo,
43 Forest View Rd, Gloucester, GL4 0BY,

Doris Toller Glo,
§ Hemningsdale Rd, Gloucester, GL2 &HN,

Marjan Palner Glo,

17 The Firs, Heathville Rd, Gloucester, GLI 3EW,

Philip Conway~Jones Glo,
1 Grovelands, Gloucester &L4 7JF,

David NcDougall (work} Glo,
Nat Vat Mus,,6 Docks, Gloucesier, GL1 ZEH,

lan Parsans 6la,
Zanetia House, Church Rd, Churchdown, GL3 2ES,

619679

504274

617236

246834

44334

25578

855350

20442

424272

20885

619679

307008

712086

All views expressed in Llanthony lLeg are those of the Editer and
individual contributers and do not necessarily represent the official
views of the Friepds of the National Waterways Museum,

LLANTHONY LOG

Newsletter of the Friends of the

National Waterways Museum

ISSUE NO. 5

JUNE 1989.



Diary Dates

Jun 27 The Steam Tug Mayflower, An illustrated talk by Andy King, who
supervised her restoration, in the Museum Schools Room at 7.30.

Jul 9 IVA Coach Trip.te the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal (with @
trip on the Oven Glendower) and to Big Pit or 14 Locks near

Newpori, Tickels £6 (£4 child, £5 DAP), Application forn from
Gordon Lowthian on Gloutester 730227,

Jul 21 Opening of Level 3, Barbecue, bar and firewark display.¥
Jul 26 Mikron Theatre in the Museum Sthools Room at 7,30, %

Aug 29 Visit tu Sharpness and Purton, Bookings to Ilan Parsons,
Glo, 712096,

Aug 26-28 1WA National Waterways Festival at Walihan Abbey,
Sept 10 Craft Demonstrations by Friends in the Sthools Rooa, %

Sept 12 British Waterways: Regionalisation and Changing Roles. A talk
by Andrew Stumpf, Manager River Severn and Gloucester-Sharpness
Canal, at Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club starting at 7,30,

Oct 17 Severn Navigation, An illustrated talk by Fred Rowbotham,
former Engineer af ithe Severn River Autherity, in the Museun
Schools Roon starting at 7,30,

Nov 14 1A meeting at the Teukesbury Marina Yacht Club starting at
1.34,

. Dec 19 A pre-Christmas meeting in the Museum Schoals Roan starting at

7:30 to enjoy waterways films followed by coffee and nince
pies,

3 For further details, see later pages,

For evening meetings, car atress to the ;
aenibers. wre wElEgi: Huseum is from Southgate St, Non-

Frie:didars welco?e at the Inland Waterways Association meatings which
arethe at the Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club, off the Bredsn Road B4030
on the left, 250 yards north of the junction with the A3, *

Rescua Mission

The Muceum has begun its most ambitious and exciting rescue task:
the raising and restoration of a massive concrete barge from the banks of
the Severn at Purton. The complex project began half way through May when
part of the bank around the barge was dug out.

Then work started on removing around 100 tons of mud and silt frea
inside the 90 ft by 20 ft hulk, High pressure hoses were used lo help
dispose of years of accumulated muck, This first stage was carried out at
this time of year because the tides were 2t their Jowest After an
inspection for damage, any holes will be patched and ihe barge wade
sacure io await the higher Autumnal tides,

Come 3epiember, it should be possible to bring a tug rlose emough to °
the barge to pull it off and tow it to the relative safety of Sharpness
Dack, Once on the gquiet watars of the Gloucester % Sharpness Canal, the
barge will be towed to the Docks to start its new lease of life as &
Museum exhibit,

The concrete barge is one of a graveyard of over 30 hulls on Lhe
hanks of the Severn at Purton that wers laid up earlier this century to
reinforce the enbankment separating the estuary from the canal, which
runs close alongside, Also to be seen are the skeleial remains of Severn
trows and schooners - loo decayed io be worth rescuing,

Yigit {0 Purton and Sharpnass

A visit is being arranged to see the concreie barge before it is
noved and to walk around Sharpness Docks in the company of an expert
quide, The party will meet on the south side of the enirance to Sharpness
New Oock near the south pier (6680212 at 10,30 on Sunday 20 Augusi, vhen
the tide will be high, This poinl is easily reached from the new atcess
road fron Berkeley, and there is anmple waste ground for parking,

lan Parsons will show us around the 0)d Dock and the New Dock and
will point out the early housing thal was constructed for the dock
yorkers, We will then walk along the towpath past the remains of the
Severn Reilway Bridge, the former timber pond and the barge graveyard to
see the concrete barge and the nearby mud hopper discharge plani,

The tolal walk will be two and 2 half niles and should be tompleted
by one o'clock, Refreshments will be available at the Berkeley Huni Inn
and the Berkeley Arms, but you are recamnended to bring your own food, A
suggestion to use a mini-bus proved rather expensive, and so arrangements
will be made to ferry drivers before or after the walk to aveid having to
valk both ways. Those intending to come ghould notify lan Parsens on Glo
712096 50 he can co-ordinate car movemente, Alsc he will try to arrange
transport fron Gloucester for those who need it.



18308 Stean Crane Arrives
Fased on Inforkation provided by David MeDougail

The latest exhibit to join the Museum's collection is a self-
propelled rail mounted géneral putpose steam crane made in the 18805 by
Willian Balsforth of Rodley near Leeds, It was supplied Lo the Kirkstall
Forge, on the banks of the River Aire in Leeds, and was used for moving
tastings and forgings around the vorks, After a good working life, it was
sent Lo a scrap-yard in the 19205 and remained there until rescued last
" year, Now it has been painstakingly restored by the engineers of Oorothea
Restorations, and it was working in steam at the Museum over the Spring
Bank Holiday weekend, '

THE STEAM CRANE - BY PHIL MOSS

The body of the crane is mounted on & bogia which runs on rails
vhith have been specially laid on the quayside, A platfore at the back
supports a vertical coal fired boiler providing steam at a pressure of
100 pounds per square inch, The rivetted boiler was buill fourteen VERIE
290 but is effectively new as il has never been used, This feads sizan 1o

two small tylinders mounied vertically on the body of the crane, and
these drive a horizontal shaft which has gears and clutches to provide
the required motions, The drive for movement along the rails is carried
by a shaft passing down through the hollow central column of the crane,
and ancther vertical shaft rarries gears acting on a ring on the bogie to
provide the slewing motion, Other gears operate the horizonial winch drun
vhich can wind up but not down ~ the weight of the load provides the
unwinding motion and this is conirolled by a brake,

The latk of unwinding motion was highlighted in the irnitial trial at
the Museunm when the winch drum was operated inadvertently and the lifting
hook went right up to the top of the jib, The weight of thae hook alone
was not sufficient to make the drum unwind, and Ray Swan had to climb the
iib to get the hook down amgain, Trevar Hill and Ray immediately sal to
work with oil cans to try to free off the offending bearings,

The restoration has included some minor medifications to improve
safety, In particular, the platform supporting the boiler has been
strengthened, and welded brackets have been added to take the load off
some original castings that are badly wasted, There are still a few
things to be sorted out, such as fitting an air restrictor plate
underneath the boiler and a damper on the front, Once these are done, the
intention is to get the trane authorised to lift up to one ton, and then
it will be used to demonstrate transfering things from a railway wagon
into a boal and back again,

Crafi Help

Friends will be demonsirating their crafi skills in the Schoals Room
again on Sunday 10th September, Those who gave their names in at the
traft afterncen on May 14th will be seni further details nearer the time,
If anyone else would like to join in, please get in touch with Rosemary
Convay-Jones on Glo, 619679,

Canal Camps

Twe Canal Camps are planned for this summer to carry out restoration
work on ihe Stroudwater and Thames and Severn Canals, Between 22 July and
5 Rugus!, it is inlended that Dotk Lock will be cleared out togeiher with
the short pound below, If you can help, contact Ken Bailey en 0272
601710, In the week following 26 August, repairs will be carried out on
Vilmoreway Lower Lock and a bypass weir, If you tan help, contact Bob
Cutler on 01 572 4029, '



Exhibitions in the Schools Room

The following artists will be showing and selling their painiings:

Jul 1-2 Alan Firth

Jul 8-9 N Garth Allen and Gordon Miles
Jul 22-27 Harley Crossley ‘

Jul 29-30 Wallace Spence

Aug 5-6 Brian Collings

Aug 12-13 : Paul Croft

Aug 1820 Gaorge Busby and Toby Clempsan
Aug 2! Brian Collings

Aug 26-29 Gloutester Society of Artists and International Guild of Knot
Tyers,

Sept 2-3 Nodellers Weekend, A range of nodels from stean powered lorries
through fairground equipment Lo boats will be on display,

Sept 10 Friends Crafts @roup at Work, Demonstrations will include
traditional painting, costume making and rag rug production,

Bct 18-  Severn Valley Railway Exhibition promoting their Chrisinas
Nov 29 Janta Rides,

Dct 21-27 Railway Modellers, A variety of railvay layouts will be on
display,

Nikron Theatre at the Museum on 26 July at 7,30,

fice and Fall - a musical show with an international flavour telling
the story behind the building of the first camal boat lifts in England,
Belgium, France and Canada, You will go on a journgy of discovery
highlighting the problems of combining technolegical progress with the
preservation of our heritage, The Mikron Company live and travel on ths
inland waterways system, stopping at popular haunts to perform their
Jively plays that they have researched and written themselves,

First Birthday - A Reason To Celebrate

The Museum celebrated its firat birthday on April 1 with news that
the first year's targets had been smashed, Having received over 112,000
visitors since the opening - over 90 per tent more than expecied - the
Nuseun has been set a new target of 150,000 for this, ils second year,
Resulis of a visitor survey tonducted in August last year revealed thal
the majority of the Mugeum's visitors come from a catchment area of no
nare than 30 miles from Gloucester, Tony Conder, said this is no surprise
at present, bui added:

"z the wajor Gloucester Docks Jevelopment projacl progressas,
visitors are expected to come from muck further afield, and we look to
velconing tourists from all over Britain and abroad. ”

The survey complimented the Museun on clean loos and good parking,
Now a new waterzide tafe has opened for business, allowing special
package deals to be offered to coach parties giving them a vigit to the
Ruseum and a nmeal,

Countdoun To Level Three

Vork has been progressing steadily on Level 3 - the last major stage
of development at the Museum, Planmed as "a walk alengside a canal”, the
exciting displays will show how waterways function, and will also reveal
2 few underwater surprises, The level opens to the public on July 2t, in
time for the school holidays, Tony Conder has said he hopes visitors will
treat the new displays almest as a second nuseun ai the site:

"o would like o sae vigitors use the Introductory displavs on
tevel 2 to get into the subject and begin anjoving their visit, relay
vith a look at the hoats oulside and ihe working displays of Lianthony
Vard, have a toffee or a snack and then cone back to se2 the brand new
Leve! 3 displays. We want visitors fo enjov their time with us amd take
avay an interest in canals that will encourage them to explore some of
the 2,000 niles of inland waterways In 8ritain.’

Grand Firework Display

To mark the opening of Level 3, there will be a barbecve and bar in
the Museum car park on the evening of July 21, with entertainment
provided by a jarz band, and there will be & grand firework display that
is promised to be even betier than last year,




At the AGN

At Lhe AGM in May, Doris Toller and Paul Barwood were elected to the
Conmittee in the place of Peter Collins and Nick Rowles, Deris will be
organiging the programme of winter talks as well as avranging weekday
helpers at the Museun when needed, Paul will be arranging the weekend
helpers - particularly for summer Sunday afterncons, Marian Palmer has
taken over as Membership Secretary, Addresses and telephone numbers are
listed on the back page,

With the opening of Level 3 in July, the Museum is setl io increase
its admission fees, As Friends nembership gives free access to the
Nuseun, the Comnitiee recommended that the annual subscription should
also increase - to £7 single and £10 family, This was agreed at the AGHM
and will come into effect from October Ist, .

Friends T-Shiris Now Available

Just in tine for the anticipated long hot summer, T-shirts with the
Friends now-familiar logo are available, They are in the same Roysl Blue
a5 our popular sweat shirts, with the logo over the heart in white, and
are 50/50 poly/eotton blend,

A handy order form i& available with this issue of Lianthony Log or
orders can be taken over the phone by calling Janet Illingwerth~Cooper on
Gloucester 504294 during office hours, There is a 50p per shirt charge to
cover the costs of postage, but orders can be collected from Janet's
office in Gloucestar city centre (36 Brunswick Road, 2nd floor) or at
Friends nmeatings, by arrangggent.

Nore Donations

The Treasurer was pleased to racaive donations from the following
(up to April 1st):

Mr & Mrs R C Allen Ur & Nrs D J Hall Mr A G Mullen

fr & Mrs O P Barnard Hr & Nrs 8 J King Mt B Phelps

Ne C M Brind Mr A Lindsay Mr & Mrs N F Sinmpson
Kr P Croft Mr § Nrs D Nills Nr & Mrs G Spencer

Anothar donation vas received from a group who enjoyed a trip on n,b Pan,

The pictures on the following pages have been provided by Janaet
I11inguorth-Cooper with copying by Photokwitk,

FRIENDS IN ACTION

Alan Conder talks

to visitors about the No. 4 dredger




Left: Rosemary Conway-Jones
making a boatwoman's bonnet.
Spider's web beits for men,
made by the Friendgs’ crafts
group, are in the foreground.
Below: Dick Treifa grants a
young visitor’s wish to blow
the whistle orn the dredger.
Right: Alan Garnett checks
that No. 4 dredger’s buckels
are operating smoothly.
Potiom Right: gefore the AGM,
a group of Friends vigited
the "Olive May”, owned by
Friends Robin and Barbara
Hosler and soon to become
a floasting restaurant.




. Members of the Crafts Section enjoy a rag rug making session

e e
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Easter Craft Demonstrations by Friends
By Josephine Jersnish

The craft demonstrations hald over the Eastsr Weekend were muth
appreciated by visitors to the Museum who were able to join in several of
the acrtivities, Robert Jackson and Colin Jones, members of the
International Guild of Knot Tyers, exhibited some intricate-looking knot
vork, whilst Peter Vallace painstakingly added details to his model of
the trow, Prudence,

Traditional narrow hoat decoration was demonsirated by lan Jeremiah
and Sallie Evans, lan painted a Buckby cin, & handbowl and a display
stand portraying the front view of a narrov boat, and Sallie decorated
the nanme board for a boat,

The boalwomen's bonnets, made by Rosemary Conway-Jones, vere greatly
adnired, as were the spider-veb belts nade by other Friends and Hary
Negan's crotcheted ear proteciors for Peter the shire horse, Doris Toller
and Josephine Jaremiah were involved in making rag rugs for the back
cabins of the narrowboats Northwich and Glas y Dorlan, and this handiwork
pronoted a good deal of comnent fron the visitors,

4 number of older couples remembered wmaking rag rugs during the
first years of warriage, There were others who had learned the crafi fron
aothers and grandeothers, some speaking of elaborate dianond patierns and
the work baing conpleted on frames,

sacks were the usual form of backing, Visitors spoke of using satks
¢hich had once held sugar, potatoes, flour and meal.

Red seened to be a favourite colour and the cutting up af &
guardsnan's jatket was nentioned, Particularly fascinating was the
variety of terss used for the rag rugs, among the wost common being
"pegged rugs", “clippie" or “rlipping mats" were made in 3Sunderland,
‘proddie mats* in Durhan, and “bodged rugs" in Yorcestershire,

Nany people had used a dolly peg as a tool, One lady had a metal peg
nade by her husband, a blatksmith on the canal at Banbury. The more
fortunate had used a special hinged instrument but others merely worked
vith a sharpened stick,

14 appeared, too, that these toels had an asgortment of nawes, sone
very similar, Here are some whith were mentioned:

‘praddar" Cunbyia and Lincs *hodger" Yorcestershire
*proddle® Hull *plugger” Herifordshire
‘projger® Northunberland *avl” Glourestershire
*prodger" Midlands

Since Laster, Colin Jones has pade three rag rug aaking tools, sa
pow we ran have a trio of rugs being sade at the same tiwe. Thanks Colin.



Severn Memories by NMorman Faldwin,

In my childhood and youth, I lived on the banks of the Severn at the
tarworks, which was situated by the Upper Parting, Sandburst. The
tarvorks were owned by Wm, Butler- % Sons of Bristol, and they had their
aun boats which were Egpt moored alongside the werks, There was a molor
barge talled Kathleen, which was later replaced by the larger TJolly.
There were also two narrow boals, named Sarah and Marie. The two narrow
boats were maintained and painted in the old traditional stvles, boih
inside and out. Later when Butlers scld out to Bristol & West Tar
Distilleries, they lost their tolourful paintwork, They were eventually
sunk to reinforce the banks, a sad end,

Quring their working life the boats would travel upstream to
Worgester, to tollect crude tar from the gas works for distillation, As a
young lad [ travelled many times on this trip, Setting off early on
Monday morning, the motor barge towing one, occasionally both, narrow
boats, Late that day we would moor up outside Diglis Basin in Worcestier,
The next day was spent towing tha narrow boat, by horse, up and down the
canal te the gas works, the wmotor barge being too big for the canal. Once
lnaded, it was back off to Sandhurst, sometimes nmooring overnight at
Tewkesbury, just inside the Avonm,

I{ at any time the Kathleen or the Jolly was not available, or out
of commission, other barges, namely the Carbolate or the Darby were sent
up from Bristol, [f nong-of Butler's motor barges were available, the
narroy boats hitched a tow from one of the tugs previously mentioned, The
Jolly and Darby were sister ships, of 50 ions capacity and were buill in
Appledara in 1903, -

I lived on the river*bank with my family, my late father being works
foreman, until I got married in 1958, I remember the many petro! rarrving
barges that travelled up and down, They belonged mostiy to the Regent 0il
Co, and to John Harker Lid, The Harker barges were mostly named after
Yorkshire dales, Wensleydale and Wharfedale etc, These were quite large
boats and somelimes would run aground on the bend at the Upper Parting,
especially during sumner when water levals were low,

I remenher well seeing the tug Progress and her sister tup
Enterprise many times, They towed barges up and down the river to
Worcester, Tewkesbury and Gloucester, 0Other tugs that 1 also remember
geeing were the Active and the Victer, In those days they were stean
driven, but they were later converted to diesel. DOccasionally the
Mayflower came up above Gloucester, as did the Speedwell and Ztanegarth,

Az you tan imagine, floods often affected our lives and cut us off
at the tarworks, especially in 1947 and 1954, when boats were then the
only way out for us, On one occasion we were evacuated to Glouctester on
the tug Enterprise, We disembarked on the Quay, near the Ship Inn,

J

After the war saw the appearance of nmany hired tabin cruisers from
Tewkesbury - from a firm nawed Bathurst's [ believe, 1 remember the
Sunday afterncon pleasure trips on the Severn King and the Severn Queen
that carried trippers up from Westgate Bridge, [ also remember the rowing

" boats hired at Westgate Bridge that could make it as far as the tarworks

in their alloted time, although in the summer months, their destinmation
was the Globe Inn, which was half a mile downstrean from us,

Menticning narrow boats reminds me of those that carried rau
thocelate wup river to Bournville, These boats, some belonging to
Ballingers, were oftan wotorised by little Petter =ngines which had a
vary distinctive scund, Often these boats would stop at Sandhurst and
give us a bag of raw chocolate - you can imagine how popular I was al
school being able to give avay chocolate during those lean years,

Fron time to time parts of the river had {o be dredged, the dredger
vas nearly alvays towed into position by a motor barge named the Jubilee,
I seem t0 remember that was stean driven in those days,

The river had other uses apart from shipping, As a youngster
svinping was a pleasant pastime, the water being clean enough in those
days, Fishing was also very popular, not just coarse fishing bul alse
salaon, The straight stretch of river just above the Parting was about a
mile long and was used for salmon draught fishing. Nets vere hauled down
either bank, manually, and draun into & little bay just above the
tarworks,

A Day With Peter,

By Helen Hill, aged %,

When I go to halp with Feter the horse and Jane 1s grooming him, [
hand her the brushes, Then 1 tlean his bowl which his food has been in,
After that Jane and I polish the brasses on the harness, After cur dinner
break we put Pater's harness on and either do vides for visitors Lo the
Docks or take him outl around fown.

When we get back o the Museun, Jane fesds hiu, When he has eaten,
we take him to his field. Jane rides him bareback and I walk behind, Neil
the Blacksmith usually cowes down in his car to bring Peter's hay and

' gives us a lift hone,



A Canal Trip Vith Podge

b}* Alan, Lrs & David Barton.
(Illustrations by Paniel Beaunont James)

Ny name is David>and Lhis is the story of my second canal trip, made
tuo months before I was born! (] was too young Lo remember much abo;t the
other one}, By Qctober my mother was getling very large and clumsy Chence
the title 'Podge’) whith meant hiring a four berth boal. Their Doctor had
told Daddy to work the locks, Mummy to drive the narrowboat; this being
the opposite Lo their usual arrangements. You wouldn't believe the amount
of luggage they took,, Mummy kept blaming me! I mean to say, she didn't
togrh her knitting and neither of then opened the book on baby care
5till, Daddy did take his fishing tackle, The canal guides and ﬂrdnancé

Surve? maps ensured they could readily calculate where they were in case
I decided to make an early appearance!
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‘Sﬂf{lfﬁﬂm’: Arrived at Central Line Cruisers, Tamworth, Boarded "Perivales’
_Naz‘.zfed deckeharr provided for Mummy! Daddv drove, then passed over x!clr
ﬁfup;n,v so he could work the lacks.,, no dramas yet! Twe hours cruising
Stopped at Hays Wood near Hopwas, Daddv fished; Mummy cooked supper, B

SUNDAY: 9 am start, Passed firing ranges at ¥hItiington,. . ne naise,
Disused airfield on left,. Roman road called The Ryknild Street passed
over us, Railway trains trundled by on their way north, Saw three spires
of Lichfield Caihedral, beautitul and very English, Arrived Fradlsy
Junction, ., paused for water, Decided on Trent and Mersey towards Rugaley,
Lunch aftar working three locks (Daddy tiring & bit), On te
Armitage, . much giggling over the loa Factory,,.glad I can'l read
graffiti on the walls{ Fassed Spode House, pity asbout modern axtension,
Men fishing hapgpily In their break from wark at the calliery, That, and
power station, reminded us of Industrial history of ares, Tart Bridge for
the night, more fishing., Jocks towarrov so early night,

MONDRY: 8 am, OFf to Breat HMaywoad, Lock at Colwich. Much to see at Great
Haywood, ., River Trent, Shugborough Hall chome of Fatrick Lichfield), .,
pust leave time to linger here on return frip, Now on to ihe
Staffordshire and Worcestershire (1 remsmber Its beauty and tranquility
From the last trip I made), Narvellously relaxing crossing Tixall Wide,
wagnificent setting, ever Mamy couldn't go aground or hit anvthing here!
Ft's Fike 3 wide river, faddv confident about locking: Mumiy enjaying
griving, confides to we that she wonders why she did all that Junping an
and of f the boat and working paddles on other Journeys! Railway in close
proximity at Milfard., we learn a lot about how they lav track, The aen
vaved indicating that they envied us, Pass cutskirts of Staffard., Acton



Trusse] sounds picturesque, but is nol, se short lunch step, Penkridos
fFor tea amd shopping, Time to remfnisce about earlier trip, . memories of
Daddy hanging from Jock gate and beautiful canal basin at Stourport-or-
Severn, well, that's another tale, Turn here and stav the night near
Shutt Hill lock,, den't fancy Acton Trussel agarn!

TUESDAY; Early start 8.45 am! leisurely trundle back te Great

Hapwood, , . anazed how different countryside looks on return trip, Stop at

junction for water and shopping, Redoin Trent and Mersey, Crew returned
with ice cream after negotiating Heo AMill leck,, .l niss out again,
Intermittent noise from AS! and railway running alongside us, Lunch near
Veston Lack,,,too windy for fishing, Milepost indicaled we were exactly
halfvay between Shardlow and Presten Brook,

VEDNESDAY; Again 8,45 am slarl, Decided to tackle only two of four locks
at Stone, Mummy turned the boat around, much to her delight! Daddy
disappornted that it was the wrong lime of day to visit apazing hostelry
peside Stope bottow lock, It boasted thirteen roows, all on different
Jevels, Guide book said, ‘"quiet children allowed In at lunchtime®, .,
Paddy gave me & lecture n case we refurn in the future, Back to Wesion
lock for lunch, Short afternoon's cruising, comserving emergy fto explore
Great Haywood, Moored 4 pm, Walked around village and adnired Shugborough
Hall and its grounds, Noted posts which Indicated amazing hefght to which
River Trent ross on orcasions, Lulled te sleep by the hooting of the odd
passing trarn,

THURSDAY: Off at 9 am, Two locks before toffee. no time to stop, Chug on
towards Fradlev Junction, Rude awskening near Flum Pudding pub &t
Armitage, Whilst we were concentrating on avoiding BWE workings &
Wercules tramsport aircraft came howling overhead, Mumny's heart rissed a

Tuusupay

beat,, wost digconcerting for we! Can't relax, are follow s if they are
faqu'ng the course of the canal., . very low and noisy, Additional coffes
required, Stop at pub in Handsacre for well earnsd drink, Moored for
lunch and fishing. After an hour Daddy becave fed up with Mummy shouting
for hin o take Fish off her hook! Convenient mooring outside The Swan at
Fradley,, wmore figuid refresheent,

FRIORY: Woke up to forrential rain, luckily it cleared after broakfast
Fassed by group of bedraggled, but cheerful bays canosing down the canaj'.
ﬂw{ray Swung the boat around whilst Daddy went to open the swing
bridge, .. they remembered swing/lift bridges on the Southsrn Oxford Cinal
scene of thelr first canal holiday, Uhen rain startsd again 0&(.10’1:*
disappeared for hIs wdterproofs; Mumny mocaned she was aeszfng,saa.('e&
Look forward o pub lunch 3l Hopwas,,.me such luck: ., e!e}triu’rfy cut J'i;
village and no gas either, Thank goodness far hand pumps fn Red Lion!
Late lunch before final Fishing efford. Daday caught largest fish of mé
weak,,, six Inches lopg! Back to boatyard, bada‘y enjoyed "parking® boat
without scratch or buap, Numay thought she could have dahe it after a
week 's driving, Fack up car, Sadly say goodbyvs te bost owners who sav
“Sood Luck” ta us. Head home, Mummy and Daddy wondsr what it will be H&‘:e
on their paxt trip, when [ arrive that Is. 1 can tall them ] pave noted
everything and will be the youngest and best cabin-bov that anvens could
ever want,.. after all, it eill e my third trip! ' :

~ David, nov aged five, is sti}l an avid canal enthusiast and
"Friend,* Living on the outskirts of Gloucester, he enjoys frequent

_ visits to the Nuseum,



