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Yaterside ¥Walk at Worcester
By Hugh Comvay-Jones,

Rain vas {alling as we walked down o the river through the Waler
Gate of the forner abbey, and our quides ominously pointed out the flood
levels inscribed in the wall there, Rain vas still falling as we had
lunch ovarlooking the river in a holel that had formerly been the hone of
Edward Leader Willians, the enginear of the Severn Commission, But afler
that, the sun hroke through, and we enjoyed a delightful walk around
Worcester's waterside, % i

Our gquides had arranged for us to go on o ithe island beside Diglis
Lacks, and we chatted to the lock keeper as he worked several boats
through in each direction, Ve looked around the mainienance yard,
¢lasbering into the big derrick and looking out over the buge weir
behind, Then we walked back across the oil dock, along the wartime
riverside wharf and up to Diglis Basin, the start of the Worcasier and
Birminghan Canal,

A diversion here took us to see the remains of the punphouse fron
whith the roof came that is now over the Fielding engine in the Nuseun,
Ue also identified the former Severn and Canal Company stables, now
threatened by denolition, where generations of Gloucester boatnen who had
gone up river behind the tug picked up their horses for the long clinb up
to Birminghaa, o

After a brief stop at the Civil War Conmandery for a refreshing cup
of tea, we continued along the canal towpath to Lovesmoore Basin vhere
new vaterside davelopment fits in delightfully with the surviving old
buildings, Then we left the canal to walk back through the old vinegar
works and past a former glove factory vhich is now an impressive hotel,

Ho 4 to Dredge Again

The Museun's steam dredger 1is being prepared for a working
demonstration in the Main Basin, hopefully in November, The idea is to
record the operation on video, which can then be shown to visitors to
iliustrale how No 4 used to work, The new dredger, Thomas Fletcher, will

alsc be working at the sane time, and there is talk of a compelition to

gee which can fill a hopper barge faster!

Archive Filns of the Watervays

Enjoy a fascimating evening of watervay sntertainment with the
National Waterways Museum at the New Olympus Theatre, Gloucester on
October 15th, Starting at 7,30 pm, John Huntley will present a 2% hour
long programee, featuring [re Breakers (1911), The Basingsioke Canal
(1913), The Kennet & Avon Canal in 1961, Painted Boats (1945) and Barging
on the Prince Regents Canal in 1924, Tickets £3 in advance from;

Sk Bl Lt S SHSOST

Audiosonic, Eastgate Shopping'Prctintt, tel, Glo, 302280
tarline Travel, London Road, Stroud, tel, Stroud 5578,

Tickels also available on the night (if unsold beforehand), price £3.50,
Friends Help with Carnival Float

The Museum's entry in the Gloucester carnival procession was &
replica of & canal boat that had previously besn featured al the Chelsea
Flower Show and other similar events, The paintwork needed sone
attention, and in response to an appeal for help, Roy Dunlop, Peter
Wallace, Doris Toller and Betiy Conder carried out an excellent job,

The idea was for the boat to be towed by a horse, but it was thought
that the Museum's shire horse would not like the crowds, So a suitable
tostune vas obtained, and Trevor Hill dressed up as the front legs with
Pete Evans behind, Other meabers of Trevor's family joined some of the
Nuseun staff and their families on the float wearing traditional costume,

Mysterious Message Helps Museun

Hugh Conway-Jones' colleagues at the CEGB have become atcustoned to
taking unofficial messages when he is not at his desk, but they really
wonderad whal was going on when a nmysierious caller said "The horse
trough is outside the baths," When Hugh returned to his desk, he had to
explain that the message was gquite genuine, The Museum had appealed for 2
horse irough, and Hugh had contacted Gloucester Council to enquire vhere

. the one fornerly at the Lross had been moved to,

Unforiunately, the message did not tell the whole story, Although
Hugh duly found the trough outside the old swimning baths in Eastgate
Street, it couldn't be moved as it was supporting some staffolding being
used in the rafurbishment of the building, Howaver, when the scaffelding
tane down, the trough was maved to the Museum, and it is being returned
to its original use for the benefii of Peler the shire horse,



A Boatman's Cabin
By Jasephine Jerewiah, »»

Vhen my husband, Ian, and I decided to buy a 70 ft, narrowboat, I
was thrilled, The idea of living in a traditional boatman's cabin, while
ve fitted out t-e rest of the boat, was very appealing, Sowvetime later my
feelings about living in a space 10 ft, long by & ft, wide were changed,
but it is an experience thai I would not have nissed for the.vorld,

Uhat is a boatman's cabin ? Originally it was the living quarters of
the boatman and hig family, who zteered the cargo-laden narrowboats along
aur canals in times past, The basic layout of the cabin has nol changed
for 150 years, In such a small space, there is a place for everything;
not an inch is wasted, '

Fitting out a boatman's cabin is a specialized job, so we obtained
the services of Len Beauchamp from Braunston, As there is not such a
great demand for this type of work these days, Len checked every detail
of the cabin against Raymond, the last ever wooden working boat built by
Nurser of Braunston,

The first time ve siepped into the finished boatman's cabin vas like
stepping back in time, Al} the surfaces had been grained and scumbled by
Ron Hough, a well known narrowboat painter, We counted six different
finishes 1including swirls, stippling and horizontal and vertical
graining, L

The traditional decoration of the working marrowboats was roses and
tastles, and Ian soon started painting these both inside and outside the
cabin, He also painted our Buckby cans and handbowl in the same style,

On the left, as you enter the cibin, is a Classic stove, This is a
small, black, coal range complete with hob, tiny oven and brass fiddle
rail, Above this is a bracket lamp, which would have originally used
paraffin, but iz now powered by the batteries, Next to the stove is the
table cupboard, the door of which drops down to form a small table,
whilst inside there is room for provisions and crotkery, Adjacent to this
is the only other concession we have made to the twentieth century, which
is a ¢lim vardrobe,

At the back of the boatman's cabin is the "bad hole*, This is a
double bed across the width of the boat, which folds up into ancther
tupboard during the day, There is also a side bed opposite the stove,
However, I constantly wonder just how the boatman and his family fitled
into suth a small space, Quite often Ian and I get in each other's way
and there are only the tuo of us! '

Ve quictkly set about waking the boatman's cabin inte our home,
{rying to keep our efforts as traditional as possible, Behind the stove
we hung antique lace plates, sometimes talled ribbon plates, which were
puch loved by the boat people, The plates are an assorted bunch, jusi as
they would havae been on the old boats, Knobs and decorations stripped
from an old brass bed were utilized to add to the effect,

One lucky find in an antique market was a huge, copper kettle which
proved to be a greal asset as we always kept lashings of hot water
bubbling away on top of the stove, I must adwit that I found the lack of
running water rather a hardship, but the kettle helped to mitigate the
situation,

lan made bed curtaing, edged vith handwade lace taken from the
border of an old table cloth, and ! made patchwork ctushions and
crotcheted doilies to fit over the porthole, It was all very satisfying
work,

Our unusual lifestyle had its compensations, Imagine lying in bed on
a cold, frosty December night, watching the stars through an open
doorway, The doors ware open because the stove made the cabin too hot!
From our back daors we tan appreciate the sights and sounds of the
countryside; ducks, swans and the occasional family of mink gambolling on
the opposite bank,

Ve have now moved out of the boatman's cabin into tha cabin at Lhe
front of the boat with all its modern conveniences. However, on cold
winter nights the snug back cabin is stil} the hest place to be,



Comnarcia] Facts about Gloucestershire Vatervays (1904)

Researched by lan Parsons,

On ny book shelf 6 there are a fev books on inland watarways and the
only one without illusirations is in some uays the most interesting,
because it 15 a factual record of 1304,

This was the high point of the railway boon bui 2 tine of decline for
canal prosperity, Here are a few facts fron "Bradshav's Canals and
Navigable Rivers of England and Vales,'

It is a handhook of inland navigatien for manufacturers, merchanis,
traders and others, complied, after a survey of the entire vatervay
systen by Henry Rodolph de Salis, Assor, #, Inst, C, E,, and director of
Fellows, Morton and Clayton Lid,, canal carriers, London, for Henry
Blacklock and Co, Ltd,, proprietors and publishers of Bradshav's Guides,
59, Fleet %, London and Albert Square Nanchester,

It reads: "River Severn - The navigation of the River Sevarn may be
said to commence at Arley Quarry Landing, betwsen Upper Arley and
Highley, in the county of Shropshire, Regular trade on the river is,
however, only carried on between the junction with the Staffordshire and
Vorcestershire Canal at Stourport and the junction with the §loucester
and Berkeley Ship Canal in 8loucester, in tines of full water 2 few boats
nanage to navigate from- Stourport and up o Bewdley and Arley, but the
trade is very small, The portion of ihe river beiveen Sharpness and
Gloucestar, to aveid which the Sloucester and Berkeley Ship Canal was
constructed, is hardly -used at all fer navigation, on account of the
dangerous shifting sands and the great strength of the tide,
Occasionally, hovever, il is used bty trows desirous of saving the tolls
incurred on the Gloucester and Berkeley Ship Canal, The vestern channel
of the river from the Upper Parting via Maisemore to the Lover Parting in
Gloucester is not a through route, but is only used by vessels going to
local wharves, The towing path between Stourport and Gloucester is very
litile used as stean tugs haul practically the whole of the traftic,

"Sea going vessels navigate the river up to Sharpness Docks, Vessels
of 200 tons burden can navigate up to Diglis, Worcester, Severn trows
navigate the whole of the river, Narrow boats navigate the river above
the entrance of the Gloucester and Berkeley Ship Canal at Gloucester,
Stean tugs belonging to the Severn and Canal Carrying Company tow vessels
“regularly between Gloucester and Diglis and between Diglis and Stourport,
Betveen Gloucester and Diglis, as many as two dozen narrowboats are
sonelimes toved behind one tug,{the boats being in parallel lines},

————

L

Sailing vessels can navigate the camal when the water is at its full
height, max, 200' x 33' x 13'-6* draught, Steamers 225' x 32" x 13'-g"
draught,

Naxinum size of narrow boats, 71'-6" x 7'-0* x 4'-0" draught, Hauled by
‘aninals,” which neans pairs of donkeys,

§iroydyater Canal:

Kaximun size of Severn Trows and barges, 70' x 15' x &' draught, carrying
up to 75 tons, Mauled by "aninals,” which means pairs of donkeys,

thanss and §evern Capal:

Naxinum size of boat, 70' x Fi' x 3'-6" draught,

There is good trade done in the harbour and canal, Maxinum size of Severn
Trous, 100’ x 24'-6" x 12'-6" draught, Steaam haulage generally,

*At first sight it may seem surprising that the use of steas haulage
has not becose more general on the main body af the waterways of this
tountry, especially tonsidering the expense and risk of epideaic incurred
in keeping large numbers of horses, but the true reason is that so few of
the canals are al all adapted for it, The ordinary narrow boat with a
capacity of about 30 toms wilh which the bulk of the inland irade of this
country is constructed, is quite small enough already without further
deduction on account of engine room spate, To work at a profit such
vessels fitted up as steamers, it is necessary to tow at least one boal
after thew, In a barge canal this works well enough as the two boals can
pass the locks together, but in a narrow canal delay is caused by having
to lock twice, and the towed boat has to be hauled in and out of locks by
the crav, "

Curator to the Rescue

Ye should perhaps put on record Tan !
. ‘ y Conder's be =
witted pigeon froa the Barge Ara, e rescue of 3 haif
Pigeons don‘t swin; water is not their natural habit i

: : at, This one chose
t:ela$d in t?f Barge Arm, and was undoubiedly about to breathe its last
vhen Tony, clinging by his toes from the fleoatin i
and gave it the kiss of life, g pontoon, hauled it out

Th § ied i ' i
e :'::feuu slaff dried it out, gave it tender loving care, and it soon

€T,



Urgent ! - Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Appeal For Help
By Grahan Ettles,

The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Camal ran from Gloucaster io
Hereford via Newent, the Oxenhall Tunmel and Ledbury, 1t took some 54
years to build and was disused by 1881, a railway being laid on some of
its line,

[n 1983 a canal sotiety was formed with the aim of preserving and
recording as much of the canal as possible, With membership being
concentrated around Hereford and more intact stretches of tanal there,
work was concentrated at that end,

yaluable work has included restoration of a short stretch of camal
around the Skew Bridge at Monkhide, and restoration has been helped by
some vork camps organited by the Vaterways Recovery Group of the Iniand
Yatervays Association,

The Gloucester end of the canal has been nreglected! Effort is nov
urgently needed to document what is left and make constructive proposals
for conservation of the line of the canal,

This work has been given added impelus by a request from
Gloucestershire County Council for details of what can be dome with the
canal in its area and how the line will be affected by the upgrading of
the A40 via Newent, _

1f you can help in any way or need more information, contact Grahan
Ettles on Cheltenham (0242) 512802,

Crafts of the Cul

At 2,30 on Sunday 16th October, the first session of the Friends
Craft Section will be held in the Museun Schools Room, )

Rosemary Conway-Jones vill show examples of 'Clothes of the Cut' and
will talk about making costumes for the thildren lo dress up in vhen
visiting the Museum, About a dozen costumes are needed and volunteers are
vanted 10 do the work at homs with all materials provided,

Peter Usllace will demonsirate some simple woodwork and painting for
making the large jigsaws which are enjoyed by the younger (and older)
children, and he will talk about nodel making,

Tea and cakes will be provided, and there will be an opportunity to
chat about other projects where the Friends can give much-needed help,

Canal Pageant at Museun
By lan Lewis Jerewiah

During the schoo! term, 24 children in Class Three of Brithdir Primary
chool took part in a fiction-based Reading for Pleasure Project on

;a?a;s. Their project was based on "The Butly Boy", written by Jill Paten
alsh,

The Reading for Pleasure Project has been devised by the Mid-&lamorgan
Home-Scthool Research Group as a means of actively involving parents as
partners in the education of their children, At the end of the project it
is usual for the children to put on a display, concert or pageant to
thank their parents for helping them with their project work,

'Caqal tostunes were prepared by the parenis of the class as part of
their involvement in the project. In particular, a nunber of parents made
dutheniic bhoatwonen's bonneils for their daughiers,

On Tuesday July 19th, Class Three porirayed the History of Canals as a
pageant, which consisted of narrative, playlets, musical items and dance,
This wae perforwed three times in the Schools Room at the Naticnal
Vatervays Museum, As well as the parenis, the audiences included other
visiting school parties and members of the public, The perforeances were
thoroughly enjoyed by both participants and spectators.

Tragic Deaths when Sailing Up the River
Extracts fron the 8loucester Journal provided by Paw Daw,

10 January 1791, On Wednesday last, the trow John of Bewdley (belonging
to the widow Edwards) laden with iron, kelp, deal balks and other goods,
sailing up the Severn, about a mile above this cily, by a sudden shift of
the wind, was in an instant oversel, and one man vas drowned,

30 November 1795, A barge, deeply laden, belonging to Owner Field of
Strewsbury, going from Bristel to that town, was ovarset by a gust of
vind on Wednesday last near Kempsey, The persons who navigated it were
happily saved, bui we are extremely sorry to find that Mr. Round, an
owner of Broseley, who was relurning home on board this vessel and was in
the cabin vhen she went down, unfortunately perished, Yhe barge has since
been raised,



Weathervane Installed

The fine wathervane now adorning the clock on top of the Schools
Room was made and installed by Ray Swan, The design shown on the front
cover depicls & gang of bow-hauliers pulling an early Severn trov up the
river with a rope fron the top of the mast, The boat and its sail were
cul from brass and copper sheet, and the rigging vas made from brass

wire,

To get up to the clock, the fire brigade kindly brought alang a
turntable ladder which had to be extended at a shallow angle from well
out in the car park, Then Ray valked up the ladder and kmelt at the top
to put the wathervane in place, thirty five feet above the ground,

NMEWS ROUND-UP
By Janst Illingworth-Cooper,

In brilliant sunshine, ihousands waited at Gloucester Docks to cheer
Prince Charles when he arrived to officially open the National Vaterways
Museun,

Although Prince Charles, who is President of the Natignal Watervays
Nuseun Trust, became the Museus's first official visitor on August 5th,
some 40,000 people have already seen this unique heritage site since the
doors opened on April Ist,.

ivided by British Waterways Board Chairman David Ingman, Curator Tony
Conder and Senior Architect Roger Beckett, the Prince's visit lasted more
than an hour and covered..ithe entire conplex, beginning vith the two
tloors of the Nuseun buildfﬁg.

After talking to Friends en-route about their activities, the Prince
signed the visitors book and ewerged into the forecourt for the unveiling
of a plaque coiuemorating his visit,

-------------

On July 6th, the quay across tha Barge Arm adjacent to the Museum was
the scene of colourful activily as a Thanmes Television crew arrived with
props and film equipnment, and set about creating a set representing
London's East India Dock in 1912, the next day, cameras rolled on the
first episode of the thriller series Hannay, bated on an unpublished John
Buchan novel,

The 68 year-old Thames Barge Olive May, owned by Friends Robin and
Barbara Hosler, was moved from its usual mooring on Baker's Quay to
become an integral part of the setl,

Youngest star on the set vas Peter, the Museus's auch-loved five year-
old Shire-horse, The series will be screened early next year,

Logo Design Chosen

Nany thanks to all those who submitted ideas for a logo in response
to the appeal in the last issue of Llanthony log, After due
tonsideration, the Commitlee chose to adopt a view of Llanthony Warehouse
sinilar to that used for the Museum logo, and Philip Moss has produced
the design shown below, The arrangement of the wording hag still to be
finalised,

FRIENDS
of the
NATIONAL
WATERWAYS
- MUSEUM

Identify Yourself

Orders are now being taken for the first batch of Friende’ sweat
shirts, scheduled to be received from the printer by the end of
Septenber,

Their arrival will be enthusiastically welcomed by 2 great many
Friends, particularly those who are volunteers at the Museum, We also
hope that those Friends who are unable to act as volunteers because of
distante or other commiiments will wish to use them to help promote the
Nuseun off-site,

A distinctive logo (reproduced above) has been designed and executed
by Friend of the NWM Phil Moss, This will appear "over the heart" in
white on a royal blue 50/50 polycotton sweat shirt, available in sizes

" gmall, mediun and large at a cost of £9,50, Children's and extra large

sizes can be obtained as special orders,

To reserve yours, call Janat lllingworth-Cooper on Glo, 20306 (Monday
to Friday, 9 to 5), Orders may be tollected at Friends meetings or fron
Janet's workplace, first floor, 36 Brumswick Road, If you wish to have
your order posted to you, please add 50p per shirt to cover the
additional cost,

I 1=C,



Yinter Talks

The following (alks have been arrangsd for the coming winter, A1l will
take place in the Schools Roow at the Nuseuw at 7,30 pe,
v '
October 28th: Tony Conder - Creating the Nalional Vaterways Museun at
Gloucester - the Museun's establishment: the problems and successes by
the man at the very heart of the organisation,

o

Fabruary 21st (1989): Tony Paris - The Pisgah of Gloucester - the story
of a barge, - The present owner will talk with the aid of slides and fila
of the changing life of the barge Pisgah fron her early days tarrying
general cargo on the Canal and the Severn to her present life as a hotel
boat on French canals,

-------------

Decenber 20th: David McDougall (Keeper at the Museum) - Restoring
Exhibits for Gloucester - The story of the restoration programme at
loucester, in pariicular the Sabrina and narrowboat Dak, The talk will
ba followed by a small seasonal celebration,

-------------

Friends are also welrome at the 1WA talks listed under Diary Dates,
These are hel” at the Tewkesbury Maripna Yacht Club, off the Bredon Road
F4080, on the left, 250 yards north of the junction with the A38,

The Qak Returns to Gloucester
Based on Infornation provided by Oavid Ncdougall

The motor boat Oak has become the latest addition to the Museum's
floating exhibits, She was built in 1934 by Charles Hill and Sons of
Bristol for the Severn and Canal Carrying Company, The first of eight
sinilar boats, all named after species of 4ree, she has wmany novel
features for her time,

An unique feature of the design is that the engine is right aft
insted of being at the fore end of the cabin, As this means there is no
propeller shaft underneath the cabin, the floor is lower giving more

_ headroon for the trew, Nevertheless, there is still space under the floor

to accommodate ballast tanks ihai can be filled with water when the boat
is enpty to ensure the propaller is kepl well innersed,

The sides of the boat are made of welded iron which gives more targo
space for a given draught, She originally had eln bottom planks, but
these have been replaced with stesl plates during the restoration, The
unusual escape hatch in the cabin roof was provided in case of a fire in
the engine room when the cargo hold was full, The cow! ventillators on
the cabin are believed to derive from her builder's familiarity with
larger ships, These were not repeated on the later vessels of this class,
nor ware they retained long on Dak, The stove pipe, engine exhaust and
opening pertlights alse derive from seagoing vessels,

The power unit is a nine/ten horse power Petter 'S' type semi-diesel
engine suitable for single unit operation, It is small tompared with the
fifteen horse power Bolinder engines used i{n sarlier Severn and Canal
notor boats which were intended to tow a bubty, Reversing is accomplished
by means of an epicyclic gearbox, although for leng runs astern, tLhe
vhole moter is capable of reversal to save wear in the gearbox, The main
fuel tank is in the counter, forming the skin of the boat,

The Qak-was used by the Severn and Canal Carrying Company to carry .a
wide range of general cargoes between Bloucester and the Birmingham area,
The cabin layoul was disliked by the boatmen because of the separation of
the accommodation from the siesring position, and having the engine at
the back led to irouble with the gearbox and the stern tube because of
the difficulty of achieving the high standard of alignment required,
After the War, sha became a maintenance boat on the Trent and Mersey
Canal and ended up derelict at Chester, 3%he has been restored by the
Warwickshire Flyboat Company of Stocton as far as possible to the
condition in which she was delivered from Bristol, Work is tontinuing to
get the engine back in running order, but a major difficuliy is the lack
of any original spare parts,



Riary Dates {For further details, see later pages,)

20 Sept
21 Sept
16 Dt
19 Oct
25 et
10 Nov
15 Nov
20 Dec
17 lan

21 Feb

Temporary

17 Sep -
29 Oct

1 Qct
(pm)

22 Bet -
31 Dct

The Wilts and Berks Canal - ap Illusirated History, An IVA talk
by Jack Dalby at the Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club at 7,30,
A

The Severn Bore, A talk by Eric Collins at @loucester Reference
Library, Brunswick Road at 7,30, Tickets E1,50 including coffee
available in advancte,

Painting and Costume Making in the Museun Schools Room at 2,30,

Waterways on Film with Jﬁhn Huntley at the Nav Oiylpus Theatre
at 7,30,

Creating the Museus, A talk by Tony Conder in the MNuseun
Schools Room at 7,30,

Transcribing the Canal Beat Registers at the Eloucestershire
Record 0ffice any time between 2,30 and 8,00,

The Clyde Puffers, An IWA talk by Hamish Dawson ai Tevkesbury
Marina Yacht Club at 7,30,

Restoring Exhibits for @loucester, A talk by David McRougall in
the NMuseun Schools Room at 7,30,

The Aven Ring, Aﬁé}UR video show by Graham Ettles at Tewkesbury
Marina Yacht Club at 7,390,

The Pisgah of Eloucester - the Story of & Barge, A talk by Tony
Paris in the Museum Sthools Roon at 7,30,

Exhibitions etc at the Mugeun

Beauchanp Towars, A Sciaence MNuseum travelling exhibition
getting to grips with the principles of lubrication,

Display of 0Qil Engines by tha Mid Gloucestershire Engine
Preservation Society,

Patchwork quilts from the Uatervays Theme section of tihe
National Patchwork Chanpionships,

Fielding Engine Stoops Top Avard

The Fielding engine restored by members of the Nid Gloucesiershire
Engine Preservation Society has won this year's Dorothea Avard, The £500
award 1is offered annually by ODorothes Restorations Lid and the

" Association for Indusirial Archasology to encourage high standards of

tonservation and restoration, The schene is specifically tailored for
voluntary groups and individuals, and the work must b2 recorded with
notes, dravings and photographs, The judge recently visited the Museum to
see the engine running, and he placed it top of the ten projecis
tonpeting for the award, To mark this success, a plaque vill be fixed to
the wall of the engine house,

Big Changes on Lavel 2

Those attending the teach-in on 26 July had a preview of the new
nulti-projector audio-visual show which gives a brief introduction to the
tircunstances surrounding the congtruction of the early camals, The
conmentary includes conversations between people involved in the great
yorks or affected by them, and the extra-wide screen displays
contenporary illustrations in a dranatic way,

Big changes have alsc been made at the other and of Level 2, where
nev exhibits illustrate local and national trade, There are models,
phatographs and maps showing the patterns of trade and the vessels used
all over the country, and there are axamples of the cargoes and the gear
used to handle them, You may also get a ghostly glimpse of a former corn
porter who used to work in the warehouse!

Yiddop Engine Assenbled

Alan Russell, John White and Betty Conder have been helping o ctlean
and assemble the Widdop engine under the main stairs, using parts from
two different engines, Dne of the cylinders has the head in place and all
the pipes connecled, while the other cylinder has the piston protruding
to show what it looks like, The exhibit iz meant to represeni an engine
undergoing maintenance, and there is no intention to get it werking or
nake it look nice at present, This type of engine was used in vessels on
the Leeds and Liverpocl Canal, Henry Widdop & Co Lid being based at
Keighley, It was also used in other tugs and large barges, and the main
parts of the engine assembled for display came from 2 lecal tanker barge
that carried gas works waste to the Tar Works at Sandhurst,



Transcribing the Canal Boal Registers

Volunteers are required to help transcribe the information in the
floucester Canal Boat Registers on to simple forms, The registers were
nazintained under the ‘terns of the Canal Boal Acts of 1877 and 1884, which
folloved concern ahout the living conditions of people on board the
boats, The registers record information about the owners and crews and
sonetines Lhe nature of the goods carried, Details are given of about 500
boats, and several are recorded more than once as their ovnership
thanged, ‘

The only practical way to appreciate all this information is to get
it input to the Museum's computer, which will then be capable of printing
out the data in many different ways to answer a variety of questions,
This vill allow studiss to be made of the thanging palterns of ownership
and trade during a time of severe competition with the railways and will
ne doubt also show the longstanding boating traditions in sone fanilies,

The first step is to get the information transcribed on-to standard
forms al Lthe Gloucestershire Record Dffice, If you can spare some time to
help with this, contact Mugh Conway-Jones on Bloucester 619679 or come to
the Record Dffice, Alvip St, Gloucesier on Thursday 10 November, Hugh
vill be there between 2,30 and 8,00 to explain what is needed, and you
are welcore to join in at any time for as long or short a period as you
like, After this introductory session, further transcribing can be done
yhenever the Record Office is open. Hugh would also like to hear froa
volunteers with typing experience willing to enter the information into
the computer at ihe Museunm,

Fireless Loco Arrives at Nuseun

The latest addition to the Museum's collection is a fireless

locomotive that used to work at the former Castle Meads power station

just across the river from the docks, More information will be inc luded

" in the next issue of Llanthony Log, Meanwhile, anyone willing to help

with derusting and painting the locomotive should contact David McDougall

at the Museun, and anyone interested in finding out about its history
should contact Hugh Conway-Jones on Gloucester 619673,

Volunteers at the Museun

Many Friends have put in time at the Nuseun this summer, talking to
visitors and demonstrating skills, and there is no doubt this has
contributed to the friendly atmosphere that people remark on, Many thanks
to all thosa who have contributed,

Nore velunteers are always welcome, For those willing to talk about
the boats, detailed noles are available from the information desk just
insida the entrance to the Museum, The standard winier tines are 11 to ]
ar 2 to 4, but please stay longer if you can, For those who can only rowe
occasionally at weekends, contact Cherry Tomlinson on Gloucester 304547
for a place on the rota, For those who can come on weekdays, contact
Doris Toller on Gloucester 424272, Aspiring dredger drivers should
contact Alan Conder on Dean 44384 to arrange training,
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$ituations Yacant

Drivers wanted to operate the stean engine on the dredger, Full
training will be given, Duties moderate, Vages nil. Apply in person to
ihe Chief Driver on board the dredger on Tuesdays and Thursdays, or far
further datails, ring Dean 44384,

****#*#*#***************************

Data Protection Act

To ease the task of maintaining up-to-date records and generating
address labels, the information from the mesbership application forms has
been stored on computer, Under the Data Protection Act, any naenber is
entitled to view his/her own entry, Please check that this newsleller vas
torrectly addressed and notify any changes to the Menmbership Secratary,

Next copy deadlina: 1 Decenber,



Talking to an 0ld Man from Sharpness
by Or K N Torlinson

In May of this year the Gloucestarshire branch of the British
Nedical Association mel one evening at the National Valerways Museun,
vhere they were addrested by both Hugh Conway-Jones and Tony Conder,
The importance of recording personal history must have inpressed at least
one member, who informed me that he had admitted an old man under his
tare to Bloucester Hospital, who had worked at Sharpness Docks all his
1ife, With the doctor's permission, I have {vice visited the old man,
yho, for ethical reasons 1 will refer to only by his first nane - George,

George, a solemn ill-looking man with a full beard, is 78 years old,
Qur conversation was at first difficult until [ discovered that he
referred to Sharpness as “here* (jerking his thumb in the direction of
ihe window), whereas Gloucester Dock was "down there®, He started work at
the age of fourteen (i,e, 1924} and continued until 1975 without ever
having a holiday except for Bank Holidays, He worked mainly for Langfords
the ship repairers as a marina fitter, He repaired the grain boat Pisgah
after it was rammed by the Nethergarth off Berkeley Pill, She was tut
fron deck to bilge on tha port side, bul the flour cargo swelled up and
prevented het from sinking, He was for a while the pari-owner of 2 14 f4
Jolly Boat, in whith he fished salmon in the estuary in his spare time,
This Jolly he had bought in a danaged state for ten shillings, aftier
whith he had to build a nggégunuale and knees,

1 could not obtain a coherent chronological history, but I recorded
sone disconnacied facts about his own aenories, Gunpowder boats came fron
Scotland to Sharpness, where they wepe handled by dockers wearing special
overboots, In a severe storn, the tide reached Berkeley Road, and there
is a tree in Berkaley Park with a tide mark nolched on it, There was no
thapel in Sharpness, but there was a Band of Hope hut alongside the dry
dotk until boys burned it down, Longboals with bag cargo were difficull
to load because the two hundredweight sacks had to be loaded
‘athwartships, mouth to mouth, Longboal men were big men who wore bells
with a large brass buckle fron horse harness which they used to fight
with when drunk, The kids used to sleep atop the targo as this was varm -
especially sugar sacks, Sugar boats came fron Germany with sugar for
Cadburys,

George's father Charles died in 1945, age 82, At age 17, he had
theunatic fever, so the doctor (Dr, Bridgeman) sent hin to sea, He becawe
a Cape Horner, sailing to Melbourne in the Poseidoen, a tea ¢lipper. She
once made the journey in ninety days, They used to take salt to deliver
to a merchant who was once a transported prisoner and had then gained his
freadon, Later he became 2 pilot for the Dock Conpany,

Georga's grandfather Frederick vas a stevedore in Gloucester but was
sent down to Sharpness (*here") when the new dock cpened, Later he becane
a pilot, He used to have two hickory posts, eight feet long, two inches
at the top tapering o 4k inches at the bottom, with the botioa covered
by an iron shoe, These were used by hobblers who vere hired by pilots to
walk along the canal bank and help big vessels around the bends, Each
hobbler had his own post, and he plunged it into a hole in the ground to
put a havser round when the vessel needed checking, Aflervards he had to
taks it hack Lo Sharpnacs.

Beorge's condition had deteriorated on my second visit, se [ called
it a day - which vas a pity as I am sure he had auch more to impart.

Does anyone know what a Jolly Boat is ? - Write in. Ed.

Hone for Waif and Siray

A Bloucester housewife gave sanciuary to two deserted feral kitlens
ghe found in her back garden, She kepl and cherished the twa sisters
until the time ceme for.a home to be found for them; she chrisiened thea
Yaif and Stray,

Vaif and Stray are. now very confortably housed in the tack-roon
attached to Shire-horse Peter's stable, They have access to ihe stable
via a cat-port in the wall, and are slowly becoming accustomed to the
sights and sounds of Llanthony Yard, They are still very tinid and wary
of hunans, but the patience of Pete and Jane, who look after both horse
and cats, is already showng heavtening results, and in the evenings,
after the visitors have left, Waif and Stray can be seen in the stable
with Peter, who seens pleased to have their conpany,

C.T.



