THE LLANTHONY LOG

FRIENDS OF THE NATICHAL VATERVAYS MUSEUM NEVSLETTER NO.1 - JUNE 1088,

.

WELCOME ta the Friends of the National Waterways Museun, and this, our first
newsletter, "The Llanthony Log.*

MEMBERS are invited to try their hand at writing an article for the next newsletter
before the copy deadline of September 1.

LLANTHONY LOG aims to provide detailed coverage of the Friends activities, information
about the museum's exhibits and interesting items ‘dredged up' from the inland
waterways systen !

THAFKS to all who donated material for this edition, and to Mr. Phil Moss for
providing the mast-head. Send all future stories, articles etc., to Llanthony Log, c/o
Phil Conway-Jones, 1 Grovelands, Barnwood, Glos., or telephone Glos. 619679 with your
news.

FRIEBNDS SET SAITL

The Schools Room of the National Vaterways Museum was filled to capacity on
21 May for the public launch of the Friends. Faollowing a brief welcome by Hugh
Conway-Jones, Chairman of the Steering Group, Janet Illingworth-Cooper presented
the report of the Group that had been preparing for the public launch. The
report recompended the formation of an association of Friends who would support
the Museum through voluntary activities and donations. A range cof activitles had
been identified, and many individuals had already been helping at the Museun.
The report recommended a subscription of £6 for individuals and £9 for families,

which would include free access to the Museunm. After a brief discussion, the
report was accepted unanimously.

Janet Illingworth-Cooper then highlighted parts of the draft constitution
which had been circulated just before the meeting. The constitution was based on
a model provided by the British Association of Friends of Museums, and so it was
expected that it would be approved by the Charity Commissioners. After a brief
discussion, the constitution was adopted unanimously.

Nominations for the committee had been requested before the meeting, and
the following were approved unanimously: Chairman Hugh Conway-Jones, Vice-
Chairman Peter Collins, Secretary Janet Illingworth-Cocper, Treasurer Les
Dalton, other committee members Trevor Hill, Ian Parsons, RNick Rowles, Peter
Thompson, Peter VWallace and Tony Conder (ex officia). Gordon Lowthian was
appointed auditor.

The Chairman then outlined the events that were being planned for the
Friends, including training sessions for Museum Relpers, a research evening, a
trip tg Worcester and a serles of lectures starting in September. In discussion,
there were suggestions for a visit to Sharpness and a social evening. There was
also a request for a Friends sweat shirt with a distinctive logo.

Tony Conder thanked the Friends for thelr interest in and support of the
Nuseum. Replying to a question, he sald that about 22,000 visitors had come
through the door since the opening day on 1 April. With regard to group visits
in the evenings, the Museum were planning to advertise specific evenings so that
with several groups attending, it would be worthwhile to have exhibits working.
In response to another questiocn, he said that the Museum's insurance covered
volunteer helpers.

s/continued,
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In closing the meeting, the Chairman thanked the members of the Steering
Group for their work and said the activities of the Friends would help to make

the Museum a great place to visit.

POUIMD IO

Yiary Dates

9-10 July Gwent Waterways Rally at Canals Junctionm, Pontypool.

11 July Research Group at the Record Office at 7pm.

17 July IVA coach trip to the Droitwich Canal and Tardebiggs Locks or
Avoncroft Museum. Contact Des Pinnock on Glo. 856233.

26 July Teach—-in at the Museum for helpers and restorers at 7pm.
Social evening at the Nuseum starting at &pm.

5 Aug Formal opening of the Museum by Prince Charles between 3 and 4p=m
4pm with a firework display in the evening.

18 Aug Mikron Theatre Co. af the Nuseum at 7.30.

21 Aug Visit to Vorcester's riverside and canal hasin. Meet WVorcester
Cathedral car park at 12.00.

27-29 Aué 1WA National Rally at Castlefield, Manchester.

13 Sept Research Group at the Library at 7pm.

20 Sept The Wilts & Berks Canal - an Illustrated History. An IYA talk by
Jack Dalby at Tewkesbury Marima Yacht Club at 7.30. ... -

10 Cct Yaterways on Film with John Huntley at the ¥ew Olympus Theatre
at 7.30.

25 Oct Creating the Mussum. A talk by Tony Conder in the Museum Schools
Room at 7.30.

15 Hov The Clyde Puffers. An IVA talk by Hamish Dawsan at Tewkesbury

Marinz Yacht Club at 7.30.

CRAFT VEEYENDS IN THE MUSEUY SCHOOLS BOQY.

July 2 & 8 GILBERT BROWH. Hand printed etchings and drawings for

the process being demcnstrated.

zale, and

July 9 & 10 GUILD OF KNOT TYERS demonstrate the intricacies of decorative

and ‘useful ropeworlk.

BRIAN COLLINGS demonstrates -the art of narrowboat decorating and

! adds a display of his own oil paintings.

(=]

July 15 to 17 GLOUCESTER SOCIETY OF ARTISTS display their varied work, mainly

with a local theme.

July 25 to 31 HARLEY CROSSLEY paints weautiful oils with a palette
(imell brushes.

Cept & & 4 MODELLERS WEELEND; canal/railway layouts by the Glos.

Nodel Engineers and others,

knife - no
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Sept 17 to “BEAUCHAMP TOWERS®: a Science Museum travelling callection
Oct 29 getting to grips with the principles of lubrication !

Oct 22 to 81 PATCHVORY QUILTS from the National Patchwork Championships
"Vaterways Theme" section.

MUSEUM FOQOCUS

THE FIELDING OIL ENGINE

by Pauline K111, Secretary,
Mid~Gloucestershire Engine Preservation Society.

The story of the Fielding Engine now at the National Vaterways Museum began
when about § years ago one of our club members was tald that there was a large
engine rusting away at Quenington. On inspection, this was discovered to be a
Fielding & Platt 80 HP engine manufactured in Gloucester in 1028. It had been
installed at Godwin's pumps at Quenington In 1928 and had run the line shafting
in the factory. The engine house had some years previocusly burnt down around the
engine and one or two spare pleces had gone missing. However, ac our hobby is
preserving old englnes, we could not sleep easy in our beds if this fine example
was to be scrapped. The present owners of Godwin Pumps were mors than willing to
donate the engine to any museunm able to take it.

The plan for the redevelopment of Gloucester Docks had just got on to the
drawling board and we had heard a rumour that there would be a museum there.
Eventually the Fielding was provisionally accepted by Tony Conder for the
Fational Waterways Museum, provided we could transport it to the docks to be
stored in what had been Romans' timber premises. Ray Swan and Trevor Hill then
proceeded to make enquiries about Fieldings and discovered a gentleman who had
been an apprentice there abnuit the time the engine was manufactured. Hg had . _ .
worked for Fielding & Platt all bis working life and was now retired, Mr, Jack
Hobbs then jolned our ¢lub and gave us invaluable advice and mechanical help
with the engine.

The next problem was transport. This was solved by the kind offer of
transport and manpower by both A. T. Poeton and Ermin Plant Hire. Godwin's
kindly organised cranage. Ray made a framework for the flywheel and this was
Jacked vp and lifted on to the low loader. On it's journey home to Gloucester,
Hr. Hobbs followed closely behind to ensure there were no problems, The engine
pit had to be pumped out because with ne roof over it's head, the engine had
collected a good deal of water. The base was broken up and the engine deliwvered
to the Docks. There she sat walting for her new home. All sorts of red tape had
to be gone through before Tony had the money to go ahead with the grand plan.
Meanwhile, Trevor and Ray, helped by Jack Hobbs, Charlie Mayo and Fred Howells
(all members of our club) began the long process of getting the engine back to
working order. Some bite had to be remade and some had to be cleaned off. filled
up with filler, where the years had taken their toll, and then primed.

Mr. Hobbe was beginning to get impatient to see this engzine run and at last
we had the news that 1t was all systems go with the Museum. Building began and
Hr. Hobbs provided the plans for the engine basg. The workmen proceeded to make
this using 36 cubic metres of concrete, There was a slight problem with the
base, but Trevor and Ray socon rectified that.

At last the day came to 1ift the body of the engine into place and long
hours were spent getting her level before the flywheel could be hoisted into
place. The engine house was beginning to go up around the engine and a roof was
flpated dpwn river from Diglis Basin, Worcester, to keep the Fielding dry. The
engine began to take shape but there were many hours of work to go. ¥r. Hobbe,
bless him, died just three weeks short of the engine's first running. This has
left ratber a sad feeling to cur englne but it alsc made us even more determined
to see her run.



Mr. Silvey and Mr. Gabb, = toak over from Mr
with technical %elp. Mr. David an ta put ths
underccat on the engine and we nning. Oo Sunday
February 28, the engine was goin nd M. Silwasn. helped
by MHr. Gabb, Charlie Mayo and Fr al st3§es t?wards
getting her started. This involve B £5S0T up to :OOnlos prassure
using the Ruston Hornsby engine that had come frem the Grand Union Canal,
Runnirz was =at for three o'clock. Quite a crowd had aszenbled, but like_all -
well-laid plans it did not work out. After saveral attemots, each pracesdsd with
the hard work of barring the engina cver into the right firing positien, she
still would not fire. ¥r. Silvej thought that 1t was because of a fatlure with
the compressor, so we eunlistad the help cof a modern conpresser but still she
would not start. Ve all had a cup of tea and decidsd to warm up the hot bulb on
the engine (although the engine is in fact designed for a zold start). With the
help of a blowlumo and Hr. $il ivey cperating the fuel injection, finally with a
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(Ray Swarn and Trevar H{1] stand beside tke Fielding Engipe. )

It was botk a marvellous and a sad moment bec
+
t

lying idle, the engine lived azzain, whilet tHe one ma

possible had died too zoon. It wag a lavely: feelingy of e

persunallv had done ve Ty little toward this. Since its <

maintenance craw have had to re-site the exhzust beczuse of oil T e
zessed Up someone's coat, Hr. Silvey has had ta service tha spray boxes (whare
the fuel ig dinjected), the timing has had to be rectified and the compressor has
had to be averhauled. But the engine ran for Prezs Day and the cpening of the
fuseum. It 1s Tony's intention to Tun a line shaft fron the engine into the
Blacksmith's shop, which will in effact put the engine back as it was in 008,



ROYAL_SEAL_QF ARTROVAL

Prince Charles will be visiting the Museum betwzen three and four o'clock
on Friday 5th August. Detalled plans are still being worked out, but it iz hoped
that he will mark the formal opening by unvelling a weather cock on top of the
Schools Room. Later that evening, there will be a grand firework display in the
docks. For further detsils see the local press.

LEVEL THREE DELAYED

The third level of the Museum was to have opened in the lates summer, but
work to complete the parts already open has taken precedence, and ths Museum's=
dasigner has recently withdrawn from the project. Tony Conder sald "Level Three
ig vital to the future success of the Museum and the Important thing is that it
chould be right when it opens.” It will probkably be delayed until the spring of
1939.

FACT FINDING AT THE RECORD QFFICE

For those interested in carrying out research, a meeting haz been arranged
at the Gloucestershire Record Office, Alvin St, Gloucester an 11th July =ztarting
at 7pm. David Smith, the County Archivist, will outline the work of the office
and explain the finding aids that are available. Then there will be an
opportunity to browse through docunents related to lccal waterways. A siw
meeting will be held at the Library in Brunswick Rd, Gloucester, on Tuesd
September starting at 7pm to sample the Gloucestershire Collection.
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A liet of possible topics for research will be available, including various
aspects of trade on the Severn, transcribing records to get them on the Museum's
computer and recording boatmen'e memories relating to Museum exhiblts. Nembere
will be encouraged to follow thelr own Interests, and meetings will be arrangad
ep that individuals can benefit from the experiemce of others in the group.

VATERVAYS PIRATES AND SHUGGLERS

Pumpkin Pie, otherwise known as husband and wife entertainers John and
Forma Wills from Stroud have been commissioned by the British Vaterways Board to
write a canal show for the official opening of the Museum. '

In their raesearch, the duo have uncovered stories of pirates and smugglers
on the county's waterways. They hope to provide an hour of family entertainment
featuring songs and stories, i1llustrated by specially made puppets recreating
the busiest days at Gloucester Docks,

The show will tour county schools and appear at the Museum from times to
time.

ARCHIVE VATERWAYS FILM SHOV

Enjoy a fascinating evening of waterway entertaithient with the National
Vaterways Mubkeum at the New Olympus Theatre, Gloucester on October 19.

Starting at 7.30 pm John Huntley will present a 2% hour long programme,
featurdng Ice Breakers (1911), The Basingstoke Canal (19213), The Kennet & Avon
Canal 1in 1961, Painted Boats (1845) and Barging on the Prince Regents Canal in
1924,

Tickets £3 in advance from:

The Lelsure Centre Box Office, tel. Glas. 306788

Audiosonic, BEastgate Shopping Precinct, tel. Glos.302280

Starline Travel, Londor Road, Stroud, tel. Stroud 3578.

Tickets also available on the night (if unsold beforehand), price £3.50



SOCTAL “EVENING

All Friends are imvited to & get-together at th
July starting at 8pm. Please bring along something t
cavoury snacks, dessert, beer or cider etc. The Muse

some wine, but an extra bottle or two could aleo be wele
opportunity to get to know other members who share commomn

ueeun on Tuesday 26th
0 eat or drink - sandwiches,
um has premised to pravide
o S 11 be an
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VISIT TO WORCESTER RIVERSIDE AND CANAL BASIN

On Sunday 21st August, Friends are invited to walk arcund Worcester in the
conpany of a local guide. The plan 1s to meet at 12.00 in the Worcester
Cathedral car park - when approaching from Gloucester, turn left at a notorcycle
shop called Bladders. We will walk down to the Vatarmans Gate and along the
riverbank to the Diglis Hotel for a lunch break. A range of food will be
available or we can eat our own in the garden. After lunch, we shall walk along
to the river locks, come back to the basin of the Worcester and Birminzgham
Canal, go along the canal past the first two lockes and then return to th
park through the old vinegar works. The total distance i
will collect a small doration to pass on to our guide. Thos
1ift or can offer a spare seat in their car should get in touch with

n Gloucester 712006.

A programme of interesting talks is being arranged in co-operation with the
Gloucestershire Branch of the Inland Waterways Association. The Friemnds meetings
will be held in the Schools Room at the Museum and the IVA meetings will be keld
at the Tewkesbury Marina Yacht Club (off Bredon Rd R4080 on the left 250 yards
north of the junction with A38). The talks arrangasd so far are ziven in the lis:
of Diary Dates. Members of either group are welcome at any =m ifg,

PUBLICITY

The Museum staff are building up a zood sat of slides covering the
development of the Museum and the main exhibits, and it is intended to prepare a
commentary to go with them. When these are ready, they will be made available tc
volunteers who have some experlence of giving talks and have their own projectar
and screen etc. Hopefully this will appeal particularly to members living wall

away from Gloucester who will cover their own locality.

In the meantime, please spread the word about the Prien
might be interested. Publicity information and membershi app
be picked up at the Museum or can be obtained by ringing Jane
Cooper on Gloucester 20308 during the working day.
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ADMISSION TO THE MUSBEUH

Your Friends membership
please sign it to confirm th
e th P
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hown on”the card: This chould allow time
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new card issued before the old one runs
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When approaching the Museum admission desk, you should show your card, so

ase be sure to carry it with you. Regular helpers will have their own Friende

ge, and usually it will be suffient just to show this, Pleaze '

€ you pass the desk, even if you have already been in once and bi

popped out to get something from your car. However well ¥nown vou a
f

show 1t every

not wall past the desk without showing some form of idantificati
not only make life difficult far the staff, 1t would also give
to visitors. h




VISITING CRAFT AT GLOUCESTHR DOCKS.
compiled from information provided by Peter Collins.

HADE IN BRITAIN - A mini conference/buszinese function venue contained in a
narrow bocat will be Gloucester from 4 - 10, spending the last two days at the
Huseum.

HOTEL BCAT CALDON - This 60 foot narrow boat will be mooring at the docks from
August 1Z -~ 14 to change passengers.

LOYAL FODERATOR - A220 will be moored on the West Quay in Gloucester for two
weeke from September 3 for crew training.She is a training/port defence/
boarding craft for REXS.

AVOY VENTURER ie¢ running a series of trips from Penarth and Clevedon to
Sharpness and also Gloucester Docks throughout the Summer. For details, r
Bristol Channel Cruises, 0272-221472.
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ANOTHER FIFLDING ENGINE

The Wid-Gloucestershire Engine Preservation Society, who were instr rumental
in the rescue and restoration to working order of the Museum'= Flelding Englne,
have found an even bigger one

The engine was manu*actured in 1921 and installed in a foundry at
Stourbridge. Pauline Hi1l, Secretary of the Society said: '

v Yo hope to find a home for this cne locally to enable us to ezsily

maintain both. This one comes with all its line shafting, same of which tb?”
Vaterways MNuseunm will fave, and is in very good condition.
The engine 1s tempor arily housed in the Mussum car park.

VISIT LLANTHONY LOCK

The old Llanthony lock on Alney Island near Gloucester has been made mors
accessible by work carried ocut under the MSC's Community programme.

A waymarked path from the new Castle Meads car park now runs right through
the lock.

It was built in 1871 when the weir was comstructed nearby to increase the
depth of water in the river in order to improve navigation. The lock was used
mainly by beats bringing coal from Bullo Pill near Newnham, but it was closed in
1924 when the walls had to be shored up to prevent them from collapsing.

The lock chamber has subssquently been largely filled in, and like an
iceberg, the part that can now be seen is small compared with what is hidden.

An enthusiast from:FNewnham has recently enquired abgut restoring the lock,
but =0 far has had 1ittle support.

A leaflet describing the walks around the rixerside is available fraonm
Gloucester’s Tourist Information Centre. - 4

b

QLDEST SURVIVING WARROYBOAT IN TUNNEL

A study is to be carried out into the possibility of opening up more
workings in the Dudley tunnel complex, enabling trip boats to follow a circular
route. Dudley borough councll have allocated funds for the project aver the nex
two years.

The old workings are believed to contain the remains of what is thought to
be the oldest surviving exaumple of a narrowboat,



HORSE PLAY AT THE MUSEUX

Most visitors to the Kuseum cannot fail to notice Peter, the handscme
gelding standing proud in his dockside stable or taking great delight in pulling
his cart.

Peter, cwned by Mick Holder, was taken in as a sick horse and is now well
on the road to recovery, adding to the Nuseum's interesting list of 'live’
exhibits !

Shire horses vere a common sight in the docks during it's hey day, pulling
wagons of corn from warehouse to mill or taking flour to bakery. They also
shunted cargoes around the docks rallway systenm. Warehouse corners were
negotiated by turniag the wagons individually on special turn-tables.

Horses alsc used to pull large ships up and down the Gloucester & Sharprness
Canal, and smaller horses pulled narrow boats and barges throughout the inland
waterways network.

A replica of a bakers delivery cart has been obtained by the Museum, so
that Peter will be shortly glving rides to the public,

HIKEON TEEATR CO,

The Mikron Theatre Company are performing at the Museum on August 10 at
7.30 pm.

The company live and travel on the inland waterways system, stopping at
popular haunts to perform their lively plays which would delight both parents
and children!

They write their own plays, based on facts from an abundance of material
re%Fing to the waterways past, and sometimes perform in the open air.

Faced with the dilemma - to go or not to go, I'd certainly recommend it

ANQTHER MUSEUM 1N THE DOCKS ?

BVE are holding discussions with the Fairmile Society, owners of the ex-
Navy motor launch ML293 and the air sea rescue launch RAF 2748, about the
possibility of establishing a museum of comstal forces craft in Gloucester.
) The two craft moved to the Docks from Bristel and permiseion to stay for
sixn months is likely to be extended.

¥L203 will go toc Bristol for painting and engire repalrs before sailing on
to Portemouth for a Wavy Day, where she will be jolned by ancther launch CHE
113 of 1917 vintage.

In future, omt craft will be in the Docks, and the other on Bakers Quay.

HUSEUN FILM FU¥

An HTV film crew:épent a week 1n Gloucester, recordin

£ ocenss and
interviews for a half-hour documentary about the Museum and Docks. Look out for
it on the television later this year. ? Fa
pJ
DESIGN A LOGO

Following a suggestion at the inaugural meeting, ldeas are invited f?r the
design of a logo that could be used on a sweat shirt or an Frisnde material. A
rough sketch will be quite sufficlient, and entries should be sent to the
secretary by July 190,



Helping af fthe Nuseunm

Talking to Vicitors

Can you spare a morning or afterncon occasionally to talk to visitors about
the historic boats and see that they are not mistreated? You will find many of
the visltors like to chat for a while, and you can learn from them as well as
answer their guestions. Hotes will be provided to help you be Informative. If
you can help, please contact Cherry Tomlinson on Gloucester 204347 to join the
weekend rota or Doris Toller on Gloucester 424272 to join the weekday rota. T
rotas will cover several months ahead so that 1t will be possible to fit you in
whether you can come frequently or just cccasionally. The normal time for th
morning period will be from 11.00 to 1.00 and for the afterncon from 2.00 to
5.00.

Restoring Exhibiis

Would you be keen to halp restore potential exhibliz such as a Vidop twin
cylinder boat engine, a Rapier warshouse crame or aa sarly hire boat? Work is
alsa due to start coon on refurblshing the Andrew Barclay fireless loaconotive
that used to work at Castle ¥eads power statlion just across the river. This will
be carried out in the Huseum yard so that visitors can ses the work in progress.
If you can help, please contact David HcPougall at the Museum on Gloucester
307000. VWork days will be Tuesdays, Thursdayes and some wzekands

Demonstrating a Crafi

Can you demonstrate a crafi that is realated tgo waterweys and tall o
visitors about what you are dsing? Possitle examples are traditicnal painting,
sign writing, rope splicing or crochet work, while model boat making or
sketching would alse be welcome. If you can help, please contact Peter Wallace
on Gloucester 24686 to discuss arrangements and convenient times.

Qparating Hxhibit

Could you qualify to gperate the steam engine on the dred
be provided, and preference will be given-to those who can att
regularly. If you can help, please contact Alan Conder cao Dean
training arrangezentis and convenlent timez. David HcDougall is a
pecaple interssted in operating the blacksmiths forge or the wosd
contact him at the Museumn.

Teach-in akt ithe Yuseun

Far all those already helping at the Museun or wanting more informaticon
about these activities, there will be a meeting in the Museum Scheool
26th July starting at 7pm f(entry direct from thp car parkd. One ar
about 4he history and fesatures of each boat and another group will
restoration work that needs to be done. This will be a convenient oppor
agree more attendance times on the varlous rotas and tc discuss ar
dencnetrating a craft or learning to operate an exhibit. After this,
be a social evening to allow members to get to know one another bette
detalls of this, see ssparate iltem.)



